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Three years l ater , my mot h e r f ell and bro k e he r h i p , but she never co mplained, 
a nd retained he r cl a rity of mind to the l a st. 

Perhaps her g reatest influence was over he r c h il d ren and g r a nd c hi ldren . 
Ha.vi ng 
heart. 
clan . 

a mot h e r or g r andmother for so many yea rs helps to keep a family young in 
Certainly, by ~ er influence, t he me mb ers of her f ami ly became a ti ghtly- kn it 

When her long life c ame to a close, he r family felt that: 

Donal d MacCal lum. 
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111'00 
Is :nac.am l.lcnuty rarely seen; 

Yet. ll ;,·n., for a S<:otti!!h bard 
With sn<'h :l!' one this week to meet, 

.And with t:ehcht, as oft before, 
To 1>il ::~~; p ll!)il at her feet, 

To listt'll t:> the words of lore 
ThM feU 11om lips ordained to 

sneak 

t
ot telling truths nnd failciE'~l! fact:<>, 

Wh!c:1 Grace impll\nt~ ln spirit\< 
meek. 
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~ol' u.11id honrt th0 future rears ; 

No ~lnckln'l" Ill a 11:<':1\ t or good, 
'l'hat t 'ln<lll the lito of yosterye<U"s. 

'fho ::;t •P l s not 11.~ stt•nc'ly now 
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.Aa once ll wa.9, ln claY:l of yore, 
But courage, und a heart·folt Nl.!m 

Are qui t~ n.s marl<ed n!< e'er before. 

I!er ma•)y aaya were wisely :mentf 
.l,.if<~'t> \',1I!cd tnsks )lavo well been 

dor.o . 
And I n till" West bright beams a.wa l~ 

'l'o '-l'Ol~ with golct a. sslting sun.• 
'l,'ho bl1i'8lo;,n gs p rnmlsod tor the j ustj 

'l'o \Vh~l'A ~he lloly Ghost Is !:lllde, 
.Are 8~"'14 as E.-shcol's .fnr-ramed, 

(I 1!h<~\ 
A ntl. 1(!~·~ ltor llfl~ nt even tid!!. 

You'd ~lf.c,l~y ,-tslt with t hts quNm, I Ali dk. -~(' s,·otttsn bt\rd Of late, 
· At1d thcr~ '-with hlru, ~o God EiXc:laim: 
1 "'l'hy ~Ol•tlcness hath tnl\~le llor 
f grco.tl,. 
T he tl'lllil tbnt thdlled more youth· 
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And bll"YS at e ventide &,s well. 

Is that thf) 1·ansomed o! the Lord f Shall ever Jn ,His l>~ll!IOIIO!l dwel~, I 

L - MACK. 
X..Onllon. Cntal'lo. '"-:=., ~. 

" Not h ing is here for tears, nothing to wa il 
Or knock t he bre a st, no we akne s s , no contempt, 
Dis p raise or blame, not h ing but well and fair, 
And what may quiet us." 

DO NA LD MacCALLUM 

Donald MacCal lum, a well - known s t. Thomas me rchant and 
a n empl~yee of Anderson ' s Lt d . , for t h e past 65 y ears, died 
Sunday a fternoon at the st . Tho ma s - Elgin General Hospital after 
an illness of one week . He wa s 90. 

Born at I ona July 1 , 1877 , Mr. MacCallum was the son of 
the l at e Dugald and Ma r gar~t MacCallum of Iona . He was a 
member of Knox Presbyter i an Church, St . Thomas. 

1902 , 
hired 

Mr. MacCallum joined the Northway- Anderson firm in April 
after ga ining some retail experience in Dutton . He was 
by R. M. Anderson, founder of the co mpa ny . 

Mr . Ma cCallum began his career in the p i ece goods de­
partment, at a t i me when the r eady- to - wear ma r ket was practic ­
ally non- existent. He eventually became buyer and manage r i n 
the womens • coats , suits, furs and dresses department. In 1 920 
he was a ppo i nted a di r ector of the company, a position he held 
up until the time of his death . 

D. H. Ande r son, president of the fi r m, said this morning 
he believed Mr . MacCal lum ' s term of employment to be a record 
in Ontario, and added that he was well - known throughou t the area 
as a courteous and wel l- informed merchant wh o always kept abreast 
of the fashion changes • 

"His opinion," said Mr . Anderson, "wa s respected by 
wo men throughout the entire area . " 

Wh ile serving oversea s wi th the 9lst Ba ttalion during 
World War 1, Mr . MacCallum became interested in early antique 
f u rniture, and following his return to st.Thomas after t he war, 
he established an antique shop in his home at 295 Talbot street. 
He made many return trips to Engl and and the Continent in recent 
y ears to pu r chase antiques. 

His l ast trip overseas was made by pl ane five years ago 
when he was 85 years of age. 

His ho me o n west Talbot St r eet is the l a st priva te 
residence i n t h e city's main business section. 

Mr . Anderson said today that Mr . Maccallum had never 
truly r eti re d from the firm, and that during the busy season 
continue d to work full time . 

"He oft en spoke of retiring" said t he president, but he 
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was happy in selling because it was his life." 

Mr . Anderson described him as being a "master salesman" in whatever he was 
selling . 

As recently as l ast season, Mr . MacCal lum had accompanied Ande rson' s buyers 
to Toronto to assist in purc hasing. 

Described as an avid reader, Mr . MacCallum was interested in music , art , and 
literature, and could discuss the classics "with the most i nformed peop l e ." 

Lr . Anderson further desc ribed Mr . MacCallum a s a "loyal e mployee over the 
years - to my father, myself, and my son, wit h whom he had worked dur i ng the past 
year ." 

Surviving is one daug hter , Mrs. Geor g e ( Margaret) Seebin, of Brampton; one 
g r a nddau ghter , Judy Seebin, a l so of Brampton; and his son-in-law, Georg e Seebin of 
Brampton. A number of nieces and nephews and g reat nieces and nephews also survive. 

~t rest at the Williams ~uneral Home, 45 Elgin Street, st. Tho ma s , from where 
funeral service will be 1/ednesday, July 12, 1967, at 2 p . m. Dr . H. s . Rodney of Knox 
Presbyterian Church, officiating . Interment will be in the Cowal cemetery . 

St . Th omas Times Jour n al . 

DO\~I.n 
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Mr. William McL~dre~s and Mary McAlpine were married in 1870. Their 
honeymoon was short. By horse and buggy they drove to Shed den py way of the Gore 
Road just north of Iona Station, returned to Iona to the home ready for them, by 
noon. This home was bought with two hundred dollars down - two hundred dollars to 
pay later. Mr. McLandres s , reaching his new home with his bride, was a ble to put 
in a full afternoon at his work as a cabinet maker at one dollar a day. We can 
u n derstand his late r financial success . The tact that his f a ther wa s James Mitchell 
McLandress and his mother Mary Gow of Perthshire, Scotland, may have had so me 
bearing also. 

Mr . a n d Mrs. William McLan dress 

There were five c h ildren in the 
James Mitchell McLandress family: 
Elizabeth (Krs. William Fletcher ) born 1845, 
William (Gra ndfather of Ma r y 
wa s born in 1849 . Mary Ann ( Mr s . Henry 
Mason) born 1851, John (father of Thorol d 
and 
Ma ry Jane ( Mrs . Leslie Hamilton) born 1859. 

Th e first ho me of William and 
Mary McAlpine McLandress was the last house 
on the Dunwich side of the villag e to the 
south. Fro m there to a house later 
occupied by Robert Morris on t h e lot sit­
uated on the north-west corner o f the Iona 
Road and Highway number 3. Later, a s the 
family g rew, residence wa s established on 
Lots 9 and 1 0 between ~he Temperance Hall 
and the Methodist Church . As Mr. McLandress' 
business as a buyer of stock a n d g r a in 
pro g ressed, t h ey move d to Dutton where a 
l a rge warehouse wa s a va ilab le. 

The s ix chil dren of Mr. and Mrs . 
William McLandress were ; Jame s Al exander, 
William Sherwood, Christina He n rietta ( Mrs. 
John Galbraith - mother of Mrs. Neil 
Campbell, ( Mary Galbraith), John Hershall 
and Mary Pri sc illa ( Mrs . Colin Campbell). 

William Alexander, who was born 
in 1 8 76 in the"Morri s " home, died at the 
a g e of ei ght yea rs during the out break of 
diphtheria, which too k a heavy toll in 
death of many local residents. 

Mrs. Wi lliam McLandress, in a 
termi n al illness, looked out of her 

window in Dutton and rema rked on t he fair v t ew she was s ee ing . · This was the orig in 
o f the Dut t on Ceme t e r y name d " Fai rview". 

Mrs. John Galbraith (Christina Henrietta) resided in Re ddress, Saskatchewan , 
but her daughter Mary was pe rmitted to stay with her g r a ndfat her in Dutton, in suring 
a comfortab l e old a g e for h i m. 

Mr. Hershall McLandress a nd his 
i n the MdLan dress residence and carrying 
John McLandress predecea sed his fath er. 
Seasons Apartment House in London . 

wife Effie Kerr remaine d i n Dutton, living 
on the family business. Their son Doctor 
In late r yea rs t h ey moved to t h e Four 

(Photos from the .home of Mr. a nd Mrs. L . H. Brolin o f Iona). 

Cura to r 1 962-19 68. 
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Mr . McSh e r r y car ried the name of Canada thro ugh h i s famous pl ough to many 
pa r ts of the wor l d . Not ver y much is r ecorded about thi s. 

Miss Ma r y Hami lton wr ote in 1896: " The Plough Works of r ona were firs t star ted 
in 1867 by James McSherry , who r emoved here f r om I nge r soll . He car r ied on an extensi v e 
business when Io na was in its bl oom, bu t it has since f a l l en off . 

" Iona c an fe e l proud of su ch a man as Mr. Mc Sher r y , f o r in him th ey hav e not 
onl y the bes t ploughman in Weste rn Ont a rio, but a t one ti me i n t h e wo rl d , fo r in 1862 
he comple t ed a plou gh for t he Londo n, Engl and Ex po s ition, whe r e he r e c eived the Go l d 
Medal , c ompe t i n g aga i ns t pl oughs f r om al l pa r ts of t h e worl d. He s ti l l has t h e Medal 
as we ll as paris o f t h e plough." 

Lr s . Geo r ge Ne wto n 

li l li a n: t..~c S h erry 

MRS . GEORGE NEWTON 

Dr. Luml e y knew 
Wi ll iam McS h e rry 

Wftllarn McSherry, tl'lo. man w'lro 
made the famous McSherry plows. 
was still a r esident o.f Iona when 
Dr. Lumley was a boy. He 'knew 
,Mr. McSherry q uite w ell and re­
m embers the two \~oodcn bull~ 
on the south·ca~t cower ,of Iona 
\o,her• tbc plows were hand­
f orged. Real plows they were 
Some o! 1hem arc still in service 
,In !act, tlulcc old McSherry plows 
!Wet·e used during the Elgin Juniol" 
F armers' pJnwing match held on 
l?remier Hep1>urn's farm in Octo­
b er. 
J ' ''fhere n ever was a bettcl" nlow 
m ade for sb·ildng out lands,',--Dr. 

1 Lumtny declared. 
Where Mr. McSherry came from. 

j l)r. L\unlcy Js not ccrt..·un. It wa• 
,.r.onsidl'l'3bly before Dr. Lwnley•; 
time tllot he Joc•Jh'd iu old Iono 
amd built ll•:. :Coundry snd fiulsh 
Jnt-t plnnt, l h' Uvcd directly ncros> 
1 th~' n):lc\ 'tt'l.lm hi::~ p lnnt, in u houS\ 

t tho t:nct of a 1UilO\\'II)". 

Mr . and Mr s . George Newton owned t he farm i mmed i at el y west of t h e school yard 
a t s . s . No . 5 , Dunwi c h , and l ived t h ere for many yea rs. The g r ound surrounding the 
sc hool bu i lding had been part of their farm before i t wa s moved . ro m t h e hil l top o ver ­
l ooking JonahClark ' s farm an d t h e Ta l bot Cr eek on the Mill Road . 

Mrs . Ne wton was a McSherry befo r e her marriage , a sister of Mr. Will i am McShe r ry . 
Both she and her husband we re faithfu l me mbe r s of the I ona Methodist Chu r ch . 

There were t wo c h i l d r en i n this fa mil y , t he young er , a boy whom they named 
"Cl a rence , " the e l der a daughter "Fann i e " bec ame a s c hoo l te a ch e r with a r e putation fo r 
ef f iciency . She mar ri ed Mr. Wesley Ro ss , a widower with one daug hter . They made their 
ho me on t h e north side of the Iona Road on the o r iginal Jake Mc i ntyre far m o f the I ona 
Road, half way be tween I ona a nd Iona Station . Th ey had t wo children - Alice an d Geo r ge . 
All b ec ame valued members o f t h e Sh e dden United Chu rch when t h ey moved to t ha t villag e . 

The wr i ter well re members as a oe ginner at s . s . No . 5 , s t andi ng o n ti p- toe a t a 
we st wi n dow , watching the fl a shes o f l ightni ng during a severe storm. One wa s se e n to 
strike the Newton bar n , whic h caught fire an d burned . Th is would b e a bout 190 5 or 19~ . 

Cu r a tor 1 967. 
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GEORGE w~sHINGTON MILLIGAN - SARAH .WARSHMAN ILL! Gll.N 
1867 - 1961 1889 -1 952 

'.l:f&ftBY._MILLIGA~ CENTENNIAL FARM, BU I LT J..tLil!:t3 

Mr . Geor g e -illigan was one of the eleven children of ~r. and Mrs. Judson 
Milligan , having eight sisters and two brothers. His parent's first home was of logs, 
its location just north and west of the later home pictured herein . The first was on 
the Cowal sideroad, around the corner from the later on Shackleton Street . 

Some neighbours believe the date below the Shackelton Home reproduction of a 
drawing by Lrs. Malcolm is a bit early. There is no douot that they were among the 
e a rliest settl e rs of their neighoourhood. 

Herb e rt .... lf red Geor g e ,lashin g- ton 
-i11i g an k illigan 

Jo n n r4 orman 
.. i 11 i g an 
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I .I ' I I 
Charlo t t e Rosetta Will iam Eli za Fr anc es 
1 855-1 9:5 3 1860-1936 kcintosh 1 870-1 9 59 1 875 - 1910 

'[ M 1864 - 1879 lv 
J ohn c . Ore Mr . Dob son Charl es La lon d 

Sarah Jane De lil ah Christina Geo r e;e Hannah Art hu r J . 
1 853 - 1 91 9 1 8 57 - 1 862-1 ~26 Was hing to n 1 871:: -1940 l 87Sl - 1 95l 

M M M 1867 -1 961 M M 
'1fi ll i am Gow Alfre d McCann Dan Came ron Iona Dan Mc 13 ri de Le.lia Hatton 

Herbe rt Alfred 
1 900 -1 96 ? 

1\1 
Nel l ie Doug l a s 

I 
Ar nold i•;!u r i el 

loii !d 
•~ia r y Hore l 

I 
Norman McLeo d 

I 
J ud i th .,.i c ha e l 
i~1a r i e J a ck 

o f Fingal 

Ma e Iren e 
19 02 -

J,l 

Ra y Lumley 
Elisha Laz enby 

Iona 

James Clar en c e 
1905-1 97 3 

M 
Jea n Smal l 

I 

sta tion 1 879-1966 

J ohn Nor man 
1908 -

,,,, •.. 
Edn a Ma rr 

I 

Kenneth ~·falt er •,fay ne Willi am Donal d 
M 

Anne 
\'fi lli amson 

I 
h. i mb e rl y 
MaryLou 

k 
Ji nn i e ..:~uck l and 

I 
Dar a 

Dana 
Dwa ine 

M 
Ca t herine Larson 

I 
Beverl ey 

Robert 

La lia Hatton, who ma rried Art hur J . Milligan , wa s t h e daug hter of Jo hn 
Hatton, ninth concessio n of Dunwich at t h e point where Tal bot Creek t u rns to flow south . 
Junius Cl a rk li ved opposite, slightly e a st . Her mother , Gr a ndmother Louisa, wa s the 
eighth chil d of Thomas Luml ey and Christiana Willey Lumley , who first settled on the ho me­
stea d of the f a ther Jo hn Lumley . Th i s he so ld to Samuel Willi ams an d move d to t h e l Oth 
concession a bout thirty ro ds east of Tracy 's Schoolhous e . 

Louis a married Dan iel Campbell and her fi rs t child Christi ana ma rrie d Jo hn 
Ha tton . The i r seven chi l dren were: Amel i a , Lalia , Eliz a , We s l ey , Je r vis, Et hel and ~e a rl . 

GEORGE WASHI NGTO N MILLIGAN an d h is wi f e, Sarah Marshman Mil ligan ma de t h ei r 
home on the north si de of what is now Pro,vincial Hi ghw ay No.3, a t Payn e s Mi l ls. The 
Department of Hi g hways occupied l and opposite to them. The tree pl anting s of the hi ghway 
men inter e sted Mr . Milligan. The i r l a r g e re d brick home must have been very wel l con­
structed a s shown by it s present excellent condition. 

In 1940 they sol d t h is home to the Kenneth Smal l' s an d moved to Lot 2 , south 
part · of Io n a, on the east s i de of the Iona Ro ad . Here they were close to their two olde r 
chi ldren, Herbert and Mae . Improvements were made to the house and her e their remainin g 
ye~rs were spent . 

Mr s . Milligan died at 82 yea rs of a g e. Mr. Milli gan re mained }active to ag e 
94 years , enjoying a good life to the end. He will be rememb ered for h is many i nterests . 
His violi n wa s his joy and as a contestan t he won many pr i zes .as an'"bld t i me fiddler . " 
The perfect beat of his mus ic gave pleasure to the dancer s whe r e he . furnishe d his music . 
When free to do so, h e enjoye d square or step dancing belying his years. 

HERBERT ALFRED MI LLIGAN The death of He rbert Mil li gan on Marc h 17, 19 67 
wa s deeply mou r ned by fa mily and friends . He was a b i g man , physica lly a~d ment ally , 
a l ways cheerful and r e a dy to extend a helping hand where needed . 

Havin g inherited h is f a ther's musical tal ent , he was in demand at t h e l ocal 
and region a l e vents with his orchest ra. He, too, won many contest s i n old ti me music. 

His wo rk as a superintendent of county ro ads co vered many years . Many who 
needed e mployment found it throu gh his e fforts on t heir behal ~. 



THE MILL I GANS OF IO NA 197 

Mr. and Mrs. ~illigan were faithful ~rker s at the Iona Hall . When no oth er 
help could be found, they assumed care and many business r esponsibilities of the building 
efficient l y . Mrs . Milli gan wa s an excellent cook and met iculous houseke e pe r. For years 
s he supervised the s e rvi ng of fo od at t he community hall at the Women's Inst itut e dinners 
or part ies and the banquets, a t which th i s organization cat ered . Both were a g reat co mfort 
t o Mr. and Mr s . Milli gan , Sr., who we re th e ir nex t door ne i ghbors. 

Arno l d , Kenneth a n d Mu r iel Maxin e were t he n a me s they chose for their three 
chil d r en . 

Arno l d marrie d Mary Ho r el , a graduat e nurse. As was h i s fa the r, Arnold i s a 
valued employee of the Co u nty Roa d Co mmission. Their attractive home at Ru r a l route 5, 
St. Th omas, is convenient to their work. Wh ile in Iona t h ey lived at t h e home owned by the 
Rev e r e nt Norman Morris, on the north-west c o rner o f the Iona Road, later mov ing to an 
apartment at the ho me of ldr s. Ray ·John son, un ti 1 their new h ome was co mpl et ed. 

Mary Milligan was misse d, when t h e move was made away fro m the vil l age. Her 
professional help and adv ic e wa s chee r f ully gi ven to the e x t ent she was able to give, a s 
she wa s emp lo y ed in St. Thomas. She is still remembered with appre ciation . Their one 
child, Ju di th, is married to Mr . James Kay of Kin!ston, o n tari o . 

Uu riel Maxi n e wa s t he secon d child of Mr. a n d Mrs . Herber t Mil li gan. The 
d eath o f h er husband, No r man William McLeod, a t Sarnia in 197 0, l e ft h e r with two eo ns -
Michael a nd Jack. Her widowhood at a g e forty-two, entitled h e r to much sympathy fro m 
relatives and friends i n t hi s distri ct. 

Herbert Kenneth, yo u n g est chil d , married Anne Wil l i amson o f Sa rnia in 1 9 62. 
They named t heir two g irls Ma r y Lou and Kimb erl y . F irs t re nting f r om Donald Carswell, 
they l a ter mo ved to t h e a p artment in the home of Mrs. Ray J ohnso n unt il their attracti v e 
new residence was ready on Lot 1 , south-east s e cti on o f the village, on t he si te of the 
ol d Jo h n Mill s Hotel. They are abl e to use the goo d well exc a vated by Mr. Mills for use 
of hotel guests a n d t he h o r se s who pull e a the carriage s and stage co a c hes of tho se days. 
It remain s crys t al c le a r and uncontamina ted today . 

MAE I RENE MILLIGAN , s econd child of Ge o r ge and Sarah Mi l l igan , has be en a 
resi dent of Iona since 1 9 31, wh en s he came with her first h us b a n d, Ba y Luml ey , to t he 
villag e. Ray, t h e eon o f Wi l l iam Henry Lumley and Elizabeth Fl e tch er, was born in Iona 
i n 1 895 . Mae had gone to Det ro it, Mich~ gan, a t the a ge of t wenty-two years, gaiAing em­
pl oyment with the wel l - know n Mc Cauley Book Stor e, there . 

Ray , at t h is ti me operat e d a st r eet ca r for the Detro it s t r eet Railway s . 
Havi n g known Mae before either lef t Ont a rio , th eir mutual i nterest in t heir birthpl ace 
led to marriage on April 3 , 1 926 . Th e event to ok place oA the West Grand Boulevar d 
Pre sbyt erian Church . Manse, and they bo a rde d a New Yo rk Central t r a in to co me to Mae •a 
former home for their honeymoon. The bride r emembers with amusemen t ho w crowde d t ha t 
trai n wa s - she wasn ' t able to s har e a seat with h er h usband. 

The depr e ssi on of 1 930 h ad alr eady ca s t its s hado w on e mployment in 
Detro i t . Although no t yet a ffectin g either of them and Ray, seemi ngly ab le to stand 
t he str es s of his work, th ey decided t o retur n t o ont ario in 1931 . 

I t wa s f ive year s a f ter t h eir marriag e that t h ey were welcomed at Paynes 
Mills to make a ho me with Mae 's pa r ents. Learni ng t hat t he house built by Mr. Mo se s 
Lumley, i mme di a tely sout h of the Iona Hall was t o r rent, this i nde pendent couple moved 
t o Io na . I n 1 936 , t h ey having ac qui re d l ot number t h ree, south of t he main corne r OA 
t he we st side of t he I ona Road, Ray began to build a home f or them. He had appar ent ly 
inh e ri ted the necessary abi li ty fro m his f a ther, a carpenter. Th e y wer e able to move in 
that s a me year . 

While painting his new house one ho t summer day, Ray, whose quicknees of 
te mp erment had furthered his indus trious habits, s aw a certain l ady ap proaching . Being 
well aware of he r intere st in vi l l age act i vit i es and i n no mood fo r interrupti on, he 
pa inted on . Th i s l ady did not hesita t e to interrupt . She beg an: "I don • t l ike t he 
colo u t' yo u a r e u sing ." The go od l ady go t no fur the r. Wi thout missing a stroke, Ray 
r e pli ed: " Damn it , do n 't l ook at itl" 
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The Pos t Office wa s qu i ckl y moved f r o m the gener al s t o r e to t h e new home . 
Ray h a d a lr e ady become Iona Postmaster, r u r a l mai l carrier and townsh i p tax collector. 
With the capable a s si s tance of his wife, they cont i nued in h is han ds for the r emaining 
yea rs of his l i fe - twenty-five . years in al l. He was a co mpe tent caller at squ a re 
da nces and l eader a t bingo games. He died in 1 9 62 . Mae con t inued in the Post Off i c e 
fo r a t i me , but though urg ed to ~o ntinue , she r esi g ned, and it wa s closed . Th e I ona 
Po s t Offic e in exis t enc e for about one hundred years was c losed , and the vil lag e was 
served by Rural Mail delivery , beginni ng in January of 1 96 3 . 

1 98 

Ray's youn g er brother died on May 20 , 1 956. Lloyd had kept a g ener a l sto r e 
in lana S t ation for so me time . He had a l ways been well like d in this vi l lag e . 

In the second ye a r of Mae's widowhood , a friendsh i p devel o ped wi th Mr . Elisha 
Lazenby of Fingal, whose wi fe ' s death had occurred at nearl y t he s ame time as her husban d •s. 
Mar ri age followed and hap pi ness for each. Elisha was well l iked in the vi ll a g e . o n 
August 11, l9 if~ , on the Saturday before the e l eventh anniver s ary of their marriag e , he 
died. He had been a jolly man, a l ways he l p i ng willingly with vi llage projects . He had 
be e n generous with his tal ents . The f i ne new tab l es and cart at t h e Co mmunity Hall will 
be rememb e red as a sample of h is ab ility and willi ng assistance . He l eft many f r iends in 
t h e vi l lag e where he lived so short a t i me . 

Mrs. La z enby co nt inues to live in the h ou se s he has now o c cup i ed since 1 93 6 . 
Her a g ed parents received her wi lling and eff i cient care unti l their death. Even when 
home duties were heavy , she ser v ed as President of the I ona Women ' s Ins t i tute. After h e r 
f ir s t husb and 's death, s he a ccept ed t hat office fo r a second t erm and continue d for five 
y ears . Sh e h ad always b een interested in church work, especially so now wi th more leisure . 
Sh e i s at t he pres ent ti me treasu r er of t h e I ona Christian Fe l lo wsh i p Ch urch Wi lli n g 
Workers . Wi th activities re quiring baking and hard work , she i s indee d a n asset. In a 
co mmunity where few women drive, she and he r c ar a r e of much h el p . 

Two mo re children , bo y s , complete s th e f amil y of George and Sa rah Mill i gan, 
n eit he r of whom ma de their ho me i n Iona . 

JAMES CLARENCE, born i n 19 0 5 , mar r i ed Je a n Small of Tall ac e t o wn , On t ario. 
They n a med their t h ree so n s Walt er, Wayne and Willi am. Wa l te r marri ed Virg i n i a Auck-
l and of Tal botville. Their chil dr en - 2 g irl s. - Dara and Dana , and one eon Dwaine , wh o 
died when th~ee year s of age . Thei r ho me was e a st o f Shedde n . 

JOHN NORMAN , born 1908, ma rr ied Edna Marr of Mo s ely , ontario, live s on t h e 
Refo r e stration Lot at Payne s Mil l s . Their only son Donal d wa s kil l ed when h is p l ane 
crashed while f i g hting f o r est f ires in No r t hern o n tario . Donald's widow, the for mer 
Catheri n e Larso n o f this vicinity, moved wi t h her two young children to the s ma l l ho me , 
next to wha t was t h en t h e Io na United Church . Needi n g funds, she did not hesitate t o 
a ssume care o f the chur c h . La t er she move d to part of th e ho me of Mrs . Purcel l Willson 
o n t h e Iona Roa d, one mile south of t h e v il lag e . Her life c hanged when she mar r ied Duncan 
McAl pine, whose h ome was dir ectly acro s s f r o m Mrs . \'Till son's ho me . Thi s community joined 
i n wishing Mr . and Mrs. Mc Al p i ne , with t h e two chil dr en·, Be ve r l y a n d Robe r t , a very 
prosperous and happy future. 

Curator 19 62 - 1 968 . 



THE MI LLS 

There were members o f the Mills' connection in this co mmunity earl y in the 
ei ghteenth centur y, as the name a pp ears in marriages with so me early pioneers. our 
l a ck of more definite knowledge is r e g retted . 

Peter and Phoebe Mi lls of Cu mb erland County, Nova Scotia, moved to Iona , 
acco rdi ng to early records . Their two sons John and Harding , and dau gh ter Rebe cca 

Jane came with them. a fter visiting Mrs . ~ill s sister in Yarmouth Township . 
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Rebecca Jane ( a t age thir ty thre e) married Henry Silcox in 1 858 . Re v . Daniel 
F . Roland , officiating . She had been widowed twice p rio r to this marriage. 

Iona . 
John became p r opriator of the Comme r cial Hotel, Lot 1 , south- east sect i on o f 

Har d i ng moved t o Mi ch i gan, United States in 1 868, and settled in Ho pe . 

Stephen went to Illinois . 

Charles too , mo v ed to the United States, settli ng i n Denver, Colorado~ wi th 
his son Earl . 

Phoeb e Mills went to Hope , Mic h i gan , and wa s still resi d ing the r e i n 1 9 4 0 . 

Jo h n Mi lls mar r ied Diadama Wa t ers in 1852 . Her grandfather, Truman Waters, 
settled in 1807 on what wa s later t he " House" farm, about one mil e west of Watson 's 
Corners on th e south branch o f the Talbot Road , and ke pt a s mall hotel there . She , 
Diadama, was one of thirt e en children and a twin sister of Sylvester, who became 
Lawrence Sutherland ' s g r andfat her . 

J ohn and Diadama Mille children were Dou g l as, La vina, Corilla, Cecilia, 
Jennie, Charles and F r ank. 

Miss LindaMills, who went to Hope , Mich i gan , with her f ather Har d i ng a nd 
mothe r La vina, became the first Superintendent o f Schoo l s i n Mi chigan. Unfo r tuna tely 
she developed the same hear ing difficulty a s her Aunt Rebecca Jane . Realizing t hat 
she could not continue in this position , s he mad e arrangements to go to the moun t a i ns 
of New Mexico. Ma ny with similiar impairment h a d obtained rel ief i n the clear air 
of this location . She wa s ho pefull she too could benefit. 

Lette r s wh ic h reached this village contai n no complai n ts , a lthoug h it wa s 
clear her sense of heari ng did not improve. Living o n a vast r an ch, the only t r a ns ­
po rtation by ho r seback , s he l ear ned to ri de . The onl y en t ertainment was t h e danc es 
wh i ch to ok a day to rea c h , another to r eturn . Tutor i ng the daug hters on this r an c h 
ga ve he r an interest and she fo und much to enjoy i n a situation so forei gn to her. 

Curator 
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1. Stephen Mills. 

2 . Mrs . John u ills. 
(Oiadama Waters) . 

3 . Har d ing Mill s . 

Pictu res courtesy 
Mrs . L . H. Brown . 
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THE MILLS 

1. Mrs. Linda Mills with her husband Henry 
Mills whom she married when she left the 
mountains . His two little girls needed 
a mother . Mr . and Mrs. Mills visited 
with the Luke Brown ' s in Iona after the 
marriage. Mr . \fills passed away shortly 
after . 

2. A view of Mrs . Henry (Linda) Mill's 
home where she has l ived with her two 
step - daughters since the death of her 
husband . 

3 . add 4 - Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mills. 
5 . Mrs. Earl Mills of Denver, Colorado, 

with her son. 

picture s courtesy Mrs. L. H. Brown. 
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M I G R A T I 0 N 

During the years 1 81 6 to 1870, about f i fty people left the vicinity of rona 
to take up land in Manistee County, Mic h i gan , u. s . A. They travelled in boats from 
Port Stanley, up through Lakes St . Clair, Hu ron and Michigan and finally the last 
few mi l es on foot through the virgin forest . 

Among this pioneer group were the families of: Mr .• and Mrs. Harding Mills, 
one of whom, Miss Linda Mill s, l ater became the first woman inspector of .Michigan 
schools; Mr . and Mrs . Frank ).l'oung; Mr . and Mrs . Rufus Lumley; Mr . and Mr s . David 
Lumley; Mr . and Mrs. John Malco lm; Mr . and Mrs . Nelson Keillor; Mr . and Mrs . 
Samuel Keillor; Mr . and Mrs . Oscar Keillor, their sisters Ma ry and Kate Keillor; 
John lila son and others. 

John Lumley, a g e 86, died February 12, 1 947, at Bear Lake, Michigan. He 
was the last of this group . 

Cu rator. 

Harding Mills Mrs . Hard ing (Lavina) Mills 

Samuel Keillor 1liss (Kat e) Keillor 
' 
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MRS. ~aRY ~IDN RO and FAMILY 202 

Mortimer - Dama - Garfield - Victoria 

In a small white frame house, the last to the south on the west side of the 
Iona Road,in the Village of Iona, in what in 1921 was a shallow valley, a remarkable 
woman, Mrs. Mary Munro, lived with her daughter Victoria. 

To my knowledg e, Mrs. Munro s e ldom left her home . Surrounded f rom spring to 
late fall by lovel y f l owers and shrubs, it was a haven of comfort and inspiration to 
all children and nearl y everyone else in the village and an example of serenity and 
goo dne'8 s. 

Daughter of a pioneer, Mr. Thomas Lumley, she lived next door to her brother 
Mr. Moses Lumley and his wife; - relatives whose nearness was a mutual pleasure. 

She had every reason to be proud of her four children who were devoted to her . 

Mortimer, the eldest, was one of the early masters in the village school, 
s.s. Number 5 , Dunwich, in the days when t h e number of scholars would seem an 
impossible tas k to instruct and control today. 

Dama, (Diadama ) named for her aunt, Mrs. Moses Lumley, became an honoured 
teacher in Toronto, to whom student teachers came for practis e a nd . instruction. She 
made many tri p s to England, finding the ocean air beneficial t o her health after her 
taxing work in the school year, but n e ver failed to visit her mother and sist e r in 
holidays. She was often asked to ad dress the Iona Women's Institute and had much of 
interest to give to her audience in perfect English and exquisite diction. Retiring, 
she occupied an apartment in the home of her cousin, Dr.c.c. Lumley in st.Thoma s. 
Her influence for good on those she tau gh t must be far reaching. 

Garfield became a g raduate engineer, supervising the building of many new 
buildings in the Kresge empire. 

Victoria, the youngest, was a lover of good reading and consequently gained 
a wide knowledge of outstanding writers, modern and otherwise . She learned her skill 
in dressmaking in the shop of the villag e dressmaker, Mrs. John (Annie) Liddell and 
to gether with her mother's skill in weaving, they made their way, never to anyone's 
k n o wledge refusing to help a worthy caus~ and were able to sust a in a home where 
generous hospitality was available to all . Miss Munro was Convenor of Historical 
Research i n the Institute, was t he chief of those who layed a foundation for the 
later "Tw e edsmuir Histories" of that organization. She was a "Life Member" o f the 
Institute, an honour much deserved. For many years she acted as secretary of the Iona 
St ation Ba p t i st Church of which she wa s a loyal member. 

No unasuming women in a small village could b e remembe r ed with g reate r 
a ppr eciation than Mrs. Mu n ro and her daugh ter s . 

Mrs. Joseph Canfield (Hannah Williams ) , 
Mrs. Mary Munro and Mrs. Moses Lumley 
(Diadama Williams). Mrs. Canfield did 
not look so cross in person. 

Curator 1962-1968. 

Dama Munro and her 
friend Jerusha 
Hami lton. 
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